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Jonah 3: 1-10
 

Our Scripture today:

The Message:
Setting the scene: Jonah has just been
spat out of a whale onto the shore after first avoiding
God’s direction to announce His judgment against the
city of Nineveh, because its people were wicked.

Now, Read: Jonah 3:1-10.
A couple of things stand out to me
from this passage, especially during this Lenten Season.

Be the Messenger. 
“This time Jonah obeyed the Lord’s command…” and “The people of Nineveh
believed God’s message…” God gave Jonah a second chance to be His
messenger. Without Jonah’s obedience albeit the second time), the people of
Nineveh would not have received God’s message and wouldn’t have had the
opportunity to change their evils ways, mourn, and pray to God, which is
ultimately what changed God’s mind and resulted in them not being destroyed.
Can you think of a time when God called on you to deliver a message? A message
so important it may save their lives? We are beginning this Lenten season, which
ends with Christ dying on a cross for our sins, and ultimately raising from the
dead and living again.  Through Christ, we are saved.  Through Christ, all are
saved.  Maybe this is a message worth delivering to the world. If that’s too
daunting of an idea, begin with sharing this message with a friend, a neighbor, or
a family member – this message could save their life.



The Message:
Be the Receiver: “When God saw what they had done and how they had put a
stop to their evil ways, He changed his mind and did not carry out the
destruction He had threatened.”  God’s love for humankind is so great that He is
willing to change His mind and not destroy us when we turn to Him, believe in
Him, and receive Him.  How awesome is that?  I look at the world we’re living in,
today, and frankly, we’re not lookin’ too good.  There’s definitely good happening
around us, but I see a lot of the bad.  I see a lot of Nineveh in us (the collective us,
humankind).  That’s why God sent Jesus.  He knows that we will fail on our own. 
 Out of His love for us, He provided the ultimate sacrifice to cover our sins.  He
gave us Jesus.  Throughout this Lenten season, I encourage you to acknowledge
and receive God’s love and forgiveness – it’s the greatest!

Prayer: Lord, thank you for sending and sacrificing your son, Jesus, to pay the
ultimate price for my sins.  Help me, every day, to turn from my sinful ways and
turn my heart toward you, God, to receive the hope You have given to me in
Jesus.  And give me the courage to deliver your message, the good news, to any
who need to hear it. In Christ’s name I pray. Amen.


